
1 620-1 629 - First Missionary-

operated school established 

near Quebec City. 

1763 - Royal Proclamation - 

The British Crown and later the 

Canadian government required 

to provide an eduation for First 

Nations. 

lative Education - 

uperintendent for 
Bagot's idea and 

)cus on religious 

cultural training. 

1857 - The Gradual Civilization Act 

was passed by Parliament. Required 

all male Indians and Metis over the 

age of 21 to read, write and speak 

either English or French and to 

choose an approved surname. They 

would lose all legal rights, as well as 

any land claims and become British 

subjects. Called 'enfranchisement.' 

1860s-1870s: Prime Minister 

John A. Macdonald's National 

Policy; Homestead Act; RCMP 

established to facilitate 

government control of West. 

1867 - British North America 

Act - transferred power from the 

British Crown to the Government 

of Canada. First Nation people 

are given the conditional right 

to vote but only if they give up 

treaty rights and Indian status. 

1847- Report on N 
Egerton Ryerson, S 

Education, reiterate 

also recommends fc 

instruction and agri 
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1842-1844 - The Bagot Commission, 

led by Governor-General of the 

Province of Canada Sir Robert Bagot 

recommends agriculture-based 

boarding schools. Proposed separation 

of children from parents. 

1869 - The Act for the 

Gradual Civilization of the 

Indian - Called for "all 

Indians to be civilized." 

1871-1921 -The 11 Numbered 

Treaties - granted the federal 

government large tracts of land 

throughout the Prairies, Canadian 

North and Northwestern Ontario for 

white settlement and industrial use. 

In exchange for the land, Canada 

promised to give the Aboriginal 

peoples various items: cash, blankets, 

tools, farming supplies, and so on. 

1872 - The Dominion Lands 

Act - encouraged European 
	MIN 

settlement in the prairie 

provinces by giving away 160 

acres of land to any settler who 

will build a homestead on the 

land and cultivate at least 40 

acres. 

1876 - The India 

Gives governmer 

rights to create I 

regarding Indian 

lands. Identifies 

and establishes' 

rights. 

1885 - North-West Rebellion - First 

Nations and Metis, including Gabriel 

Dumont, Big Bear and Louis Riel fight 

for recognition of lands and treaty 

rights in Saskatchewan. Riel hung for 

treason. Poundmaker and Big Bear 

imprisoned. 

In Act passes. 

it exclusive 

egislation 

s and Indian 

who is an Indian 

related legal 

1879 - Report on Schools for 

Indians and Half Breeds (Davin 

Report) - Nicholas Flood Davin 

recommends a boarding school 

model similar to U.S. model of 

"aggressive assimilation." 

1884 - Amendment to The 

Indian Act. Bans potlatches 

and other tradiitonal Indian 

ceremonies. 

1907 - Dr. P.H. Bryce Report - 

published "The Story of A National 

Crime" - reports that 24% of all 

pupils who had been at the schools 

were known to be dead. 

1920 - Duncan Campbell Scott 

revises The Indian Act making 

residential school attendance 

mandatory for all Aboriginal 

children aged 7 - 15. 

1931 - Canadian government was 

funding 80 residential schools with 

an enrolment of 17,000 students. 

II■1111■I 1951 - Revision to Indian Act - 

women are allowed to participate 

in band democracy, prohibitions on 

traditional ceremonies are removed. 

1961 - Amendment to the Indian Act 

- Indians can vote without having to 

give up their Indian status. 

1982 - The Constitution Act is 

amended and now recognizes and 

affirms the rights of "Indian, Inuit, 

and (leis peoples of Canada." 

1986 - The United Church is 

the first church in Canada to 

apologize to its Aboriginal 

congregations. - 

1996- The last residential school in 

Canada, the Gordon Indian Residential 

School in Saskatchewan, is closed. The 

Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 

Report is released and recommends that 

a public inquiry be held to investigate and 

document the abuses in Indian Rsidential 

Schools. 

2005 - Class action lawsuit against 

the Government of Canada launched 

over the legacy of the resdiential 

schools. 

2008 - Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper issues a formal apology 

7 	
to victims of residential schools 

in the House of Commons. 

2008 - The Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission is launched to shed 

light on abuses and to launch 

education and healing programs. 

2015 - Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission publishes report with 

94 recommendations. 
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